
1 in 5 high school students has experienced an abusive relationship.

The highest rates of intimate partner violence are among women, ages 16 – 24.

40% of girls, ages 14 – 17, report knowing someone their age who has been hit or beaten by a boyfriend.

Less than half of girls abused in a relationship ended the relationship.

THE FACTS ABOUT TEEN DATING ABUSE

What local teenagers are saying*

Over 80% of teens in grades 7-12 don’t say “no” to 
unwanted sexual touches.

73% of 7th graders say they have started ‘dating’.

Less than 50% of teens say their parents have set stan-
dards or dating rules for them in relationships.

*Geauga Teen Pregnancy Prevention Survey

How will your teenager react in an 
uncomfortable sexual situation?
 
1 in 3 girls, ages 16–18, say sex is expected of people 
their age who are in a relationship.

Half of teen girls who have experienced sexual pres-
sure report they are afraid the relationship will end if 
they do not have sex. 

When it comes to asserting themselves in relation-
ships, only 15-20% of teens are comfortable discussing 
sensitive topics with their dating partners.

Warning signs of abuse in teen 
dating relationships

 Name calling, put-downs, extreme jealousy.

 Canceling or changing plans, often at the last 
minute.

 Dramatic changes in weight, appearance or 
grades.

 Uncontrolled anger – Does one teen 
constantly worry about upsetting the other?

 Monitoring – Does one teen call, page or 
check up on the other one constantly? Does 
one demand to know the other person’s 
plans and whom they were with?

 Making excuses – Does one teen often make 
excuses for the other’s behavior?

 Isolation – Has one teen given up spending 
time with friends and stopped doing activities 
that used to be important?

 Injuries – does one teen have unexplained 
injuries?

 Quick progression – Did the relationship get 
serious quickly?

WHERE TO TURN FOR HELP

www.loveisrespect.org

The National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline.

This 24-hour, web-based and telephone hotline 
provides immediate, confidential assistance to 
parents and teens experiencing dating abuse. 
The toll-free number is 866-331-9474. The inter-
active website also offers a private, one-on-one 
chat room staffed by trained advocates.

WHERE CAN LOCAL TEENS GET HELP?

In Cuyahoga County
 Cuyahoga County KIDS Hotline........... 216-696-5437
 Free Clinic Crisis Counseling/Youth...... 216-431-4131
 JFSA, Family Violence Services ............ 216-292-3999
   (24 hours 216-691-7233)

In Geauga County
 Geauga County COPEline..................... 888-285-5665
 Womensafe.......................... 440-285-2222, ext. 5680

Websites for more information:
 www.teenpregnancy.org
 www.safeyouth.org
 www.loveisnotabuse.com
 www.knowabuse.org
 www.teensagainstabuse.org

NEW NATIONAL HOTLINE
FOR TEENS AND PARENTS
NEW NATIONAL HOTLINE

FOR TEENS AND PARENTS

Technology escalates teen
dating abuse

In February 2007, Teenage Research
Unlimited (TRU) released new survey
findings showing that an alarming
number of teens in dating relationships
are being controlled, threatened, and humiliated 
through cell phones and the internet with unimagi-
nable frequency, and that a significant majority of 
parents are completely unaware of it.

Technology is being used as a weapon

71% of teens say that spreading rumors on cell phones 
and social networking sites is a serious problem.

68% of teens say the sharing of private or embarrass-
ing pictures/videos on cell phones and computers is a 
serious problem.

Nearly 1 in 4 teens in a relationship communicated 
with their partner via cell phone or text messages 
HOURLY between midnight and 5am.

1 in 3 teens say they are text-messaged 10, 20, and 30 
times an hour by a partner inquiring where they are, 
what they’re doing, or whom they’re with.

1 in 4 teens in a relationship say they have been called 
names, harassed, or put down by their partner through 
cell phones and text messages.

*Teenage Research Survey, 2007

Keep your teenagers safe — 
own the phone!

If you pay the bill, review the bill!

Only 1 in 4 parents of teens say they limit their 
teenager’s use of a cell phone and online communica-
tions with a partner.

Check your phone bill for the frequency, length and 
time of cell phone calls.

Set cell phone curfews. Take away the cell phone when 
your child goes to bed.


